*No warranties are express or implied below.  This is for informational purposes only. 
Taping Ears 

As related to you in the hips and ears article, if ears aren’t standing by 4.5 months, then you may want to intervene.  
There are a number of ways to assist ears but we recommend you get the assistance of someone who has done it before, such as a vet or breeder.  It can be an art. Two things first:

1. DO NOT give calcium supplements to help if you are using a super premium food unless prescribed by your vet.  Poorly balanced supplements can lead to joint problems in young dogs.

2. DO feed a super premium diet.

3. DO massage the ears from the base up a couple of times a day for about 2-3 minutes per ear.  This assist in cartilage breakdown and build up and blood flow.

4. BE CAREFUL that the crate of area they are in is not too short so that the ears are kept crunched down.

As for methods:

1. If you have contacts in Germany, they have sets (about $20-30) of ear inserts for GSDs.

2. Some people use skin glue and foam rollers, or pipe insulation.

3. Some glue the inside edges of the ears together.

4. Some use both 2 and 3.

For minor problems, I have had really good luck using “breathe rite” strips which I put inside the ears after cleaning them well.  They last a couple of days and then you can put in new ones.  But this is usually only effective when ears need just a little help.

No matter what, you will probably have to replace your supports a number of times.  Likely they will need to be up for a couple of weeks before taking them down and giving them a day or so to stand on their own.  Watch out for infection in the ears.  They can get yeast infection if not properly aired out, and can get really irritated by some glues.

REMEMBER:  It is rare for ears not to go up if properly attended.  I know of one person who got them up at 9 months!!

